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Account of a Vifit paid to the celebrated Hiflorian, Mr. 
Gibbon, in which are contained fome curious Particulars 
of that elegant Writer. 


By Mi/s Ann PLumptRe. 


Laufanne, 1789. 


Yefterday vifited Gibbon. His exterior is very ftriking; 

he is tall and athletic, but withal fomewhat unwieldy in 
his motions. His countenance is one of the moft extraordi- 
nary phyfiognomical phenomena imaginable, on account of 
the irregular proportions of every part to the whole. His 
eyes are fo {mall that they form the moft inflexible contraft 
with his high and ftately-arched forehead: His flat nofe is 
almoft loft between his full projeGing cheeks, and his very 
long double chin makes a face already fomewhat of the 
longeft fill more ftriking. But notwithftanding thefe ir- 
regularities, Gibbon’s countenance has an uncommon ex- 
preflion of dignity, and {peaks at the firft glance the deep 
and acute reafoner. Nothing can excced the glowing anima- 
tion of his cyes. 

Gibbon has thoroughly the addrefs and manners of a po- 
lifhed man of the world ; he is coldly polite, fpeaks French 
with elegance, and has acquired (which is confidered as a 
real phenomenon in an Englifhman) almolt the pronuncia- 
tion of the Parifian literati. He liftens to himfelf with 
great complacency, and always {peaks flowiy, becaufe he firft 
confiders with care every fentence that he utters. He pre- 
Vor. XXXIV. 3 P ferves 
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ferves the fame unaltered mien inall circumftances, whether 
ae ; wer" Baten entth « Like Bendiogl 
pleafant or unpleafant, and hears with a like fleadinefs of 
feature, a tale of joy, or a flory of the deepeft 1 
while I was with him, did his countenance once vary intoa 


fmile, notwithflanding that the converfation fed him to relate 


voe 3; nor, 


a very humorous occurrence. 

The molt exceflive punéiuality and order reigns through- 
out his houfe; his fervants muft difpatch their bufinefs to a 
minute, or they run th ‘hazard of being difmilled. Of this 
exattnefs he fets them the example himfelf, for his day is 
divided hike that of the. Anglo-Saxon King Alfred; he goes, 
at the flriking of the clock, to work, to table, or into com. 
pany, nor continues at any of thefe employ ments one minute 


longer than the unalterably eftablifhed order of the day 
allows. <A hair-dreffer was difcarded becaufe he came a few 
minutes after the time appointed ; his fucce{Jor in order to 
ye-pertectly fecure came a few minutes too foon, but he 
fhared the fame fate; and the third only, who entered the houfe 
door 2 the clo ruck, was 1 tained 

Gibbon 1s at prefent employed in making a catalogue of 
hi library. wnwhich are mans cl ice and expentiive works, 





particularly excellent editionsof the clafhes ; and in general 
1s one of the beft private libraries ever col- 
leé ted. His firff work that he publifhed was written in 
Beast 1, while he was very young, and he told me it was be- 
| 
| 


come fo {carce, that a copy was lately fold at an auétion for 
two guineas, although 2 was only a {mall pamphlet. It was 
among the ruins of the Capitol that he firft planned writing 
* The Hiftery of the Decline and Fai! of the Roman En. 
pire ;' and he has with manly perfeverance run the mof 
laborious career ever purfued by any hillorian. 


‘ ‘ ’ ° ~ ifn 
Our cenverfation loon turned trom the ancient Englith 


| terature, wherein he fhewed very rcat knowledge, to the 
German. Gibl ,one of the greatefi fcholars of our age, 
whom nothing worthy of attention which has been produced 
in England, France, lhalyv, or Spain, almoft in every branch 
of human lear: ; 1, yet | Vs an extreni 

‘ i \ Y Of our id lag a id lite. 
rature, had, ev heal the German imitations ol 
Incient metre He mentioned Algarettis Treatife on 
Rhyme, in wi he author, entirely pafiing over the Ger- 
mais, y enumerates the fucceistul atiempts at bexa- 


1 1 I } 
meters made by the Englith, French, and Italians. 


I was 

° } , n n . . 7) uf 

induced by this toenter on a fhort fketch of the Hitory ot 

nade in It 
\ 


our language: I recounted the rapid umprovement m 
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within afew years, and concluded with mentioning a Ger- 
man Ody ffey, in which the tranflator has not only preferved 
the metre, and number of verfes in the original, but in many 
of the hexameters retained the very feet. My memory was 
faithful enough to enable me to repeat both the Greek, and 
German, of the two celebrated verfes on Sify phus rolling his 
ftone, from the eleventh book of the Ody fley. 

Notwithilanding his ignorance of the German language, 
he could not but be convinced, merely from his ear, of the 
mafterly conftrnétion of boththefe hexsameters, nor can I de- 
{cribe his aftonifhment, as he made me repeat them many 
timesover. He immediately conceived fo high an opinion 
of the improvement of our language, and of the gigantic 
progrefs of our Interature, (as he expreffed himfelf) that he 
declared his refolution to Jearn German as foon as he fhould 
be fufhictently at le:fure. 

Ihope you will feize the firft opportunity of becoming 
perfonally acquinted with this celebrated man, whofe houfe 
isthe refort of the moll fetect fociety, and of all intelligent 
foreigners that come into thefe parts. I embrace you with 
my whole foul. 


Narrative of the Deportation to Cayenne of Barthelemy, 
Picherru, Willot, La Rue, Sc, in Confequence of the 





Revolution of September 4,1797, and of the Efcape of 


( 
Sta - 49/>? 
Barthelemy, Pichegru, Se. 





VV HEN the ‘prifoners reached Angerville, an officer 
there took upon himfelf to lodge them at.an inn, for 


which a& of humanity he was put under arrefl by the convié 
Dutertre. At Orleans they received great marks of atten- 
tion from two ladies, who difguifed themfelves, in order to be 
near them, and gave them every affiflance in their power. 
When they arrived at Blois, they found a great crond af- 
fembled, who attacked the carriages, and of whofe contra- 
hey give the following account ; 

erent impreffions in the people’; 
There they are!’ cried they ; “ there are the mifcreants 
ledthe King are his affaflins! They have 
loaded us with taxes; they eat our bread, and are the caufe 
of the war.”’ In fhort, all the reproaches which the people 
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might juftly have direéted againft their tyrants, were lavifhed 
upon the viétims of tyranny. 

At Blois Madame de Marbois went to take her leave of her 
hufband, who was one of the prifoners, and a very affecting 
account is given of this, their laft interview. ‘That fecret 
orders had been given to the officers who commanded the 
efcort, to inftigate the people to aéts of violence, appears 
evident from a circumftance which is thus related : 

The preparations for our departure from Blois were pro- 
tracted fo long that we had reafon to fear we were to remain 
there ; and it was by a fingular circumftance we learnt the 
motives of this delay. The Adjutant-General of our efcort, 
Colin, well known in confequence of the part he took in the 
maflacres of the 2d of September, and aman named Guillet, 
his worthy companion, came into the prifon about ten 
o’clock, when they both feemed much agitated. ‘* Gentle. 
men,” faid the municipal officer of the guard, who had 
never left us fince our arrival, “ why do you not fet off? 
every thing has been long ready ; the croud increafes; and 
your conduét is more than fufpicious. I have feen and 
heard both of you inftigating the people to commit violence 
on the prifuners, and I declare to you, that if any accident 
happens, I will caufe my depofition to be recorded in the 
books of the municipality.’”” Thefe two villains ftammered 
out fome paltry excufes, and we were accompanied, at our 
departure, with the fame clamours, imprecations, and me- 
naces, with which we had been received the day before. 

At the town of St. Maure, whichthey reached onthe 14th 
of September, they experienced the moft compaflionate at- 
tention from the inhabitants: And they were fo flightly 
guarded, that it would have been an cafy matter for them to 
efcape intothe neighbouring foreft, and elude the fearch of 
their purfuers ; and this projeét was actually propofed by 
fome of the prifoners ; but from the unaccountable infatua- 
tion of Marbois and Troncen du Coudray, the firft of whom 
declared he would not “ furnifh his enemies with weapons 
againft him,” and the laf ot whom, ~ thought it his duty 
to his country, and to his conftituents, ungrateful as they , 
were, to aét confiftently with his charaéter, and to wait in 
prifon tilla proper time for his julflification;” the propofi- 
tion was over-ruled. 

At Lufignan, General Dutersre was put under arreft and 
fent to Paris, by order of the Direttory, for defraying the 
expences of the journey by means of public requifitions, 
when he had been previoufly provided with fufficient money 
for 
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for the purpofe. This man was fucceeded by as vile a 
wretch as himfelf, the Adjutant-General Guillet, who had 
for his Secretary one Cordebar, who had been condemned to 
die at Vendome, at the fame time with Babeuf. At length, 
uncertain of their fate, and in the moft miferable plight, the 
prifoners arrived on the 21{t of September, at Rochefort, 
where they were embarked on board the corvette, La Vail- 
lante, which failed with them from the Road of Rochelle, on 
the evening of the 23d of September, 1797, under the com- 
mand of a Captain La Porte, who feems to have fully juflified 
the confidence which the agents of the Directory had re- 
pofed in hin. Theirtreatment on board this veffel perfectly 
correfponded with that which they had experienced on 
fhore ; and nothing can be more clear, than that it was in- 
tended to put an end to their exiftence during the voyage. 
They were kept below decks, in a narrow confined fituation, 
without Iight,.and almoft without air, till the 29th, when they 
were permitted to go upon deck for one hour ; but were 
prohibited from fpeaking. 

The detachments which had been put on board the Vail- 
lante to guard us, chiefly confilted of marines fent home from 
the iflands of France and Bourbon by Meflrs. de Circey, 
together with the Commiffaries of the Direttory, who had 
been fent to thofe colonies to carry out the decrees which 
had diforganized and dellroyed the French fettlements at the 
Antilles. Thefe men had formerly been feleéted from 
among the revolutionary bands of the committee of Nantes, 
fo famous 1n the annals of terror by the maffacres and the 
drownings of the priefls who were fentenced to deportation ! 

We heard them relate to each other their various exploits, 
One boalted of having, during a march, flabbed his Captain 
inthe back, and thrown him intoa ditch, becaufe he fuf- 
petted him of ariftocracy ; another coolly enumerated how 
many priefts he had drowned in the Loire ; athird explained 
to his comrades how thefe drownings were performed, and 
the grimaces of the unfortunate wretches at the moment of 
fubmerfion : Several of them bragged of having killed with 
their oars thofe who, afier pafling through the trap-door in 
the drowning-veffels, endeavoured to fave their lives by 
{wimming ; and they acknowledged that thofe who had fent 
them back from the ifland of Bourbon had done well, for 
that otherwiie they would have put that colony @ la hauteur 
de la revolution ! 

If thefe monflers fufpended for a moment their horrid 
converfations, it was to fing diiguiiug fongs. They chofe 
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the time of our reft, to place themfelves by the hatchway, 
and how! on their ob{cenities, their blafphemies, and their 
fongs of cannibals. If we requelted their indulgence, they 
j 
chorulles. 

Their fole food confifted of rotten bifcuit, and a few 
beans, and their only beverage was dirty water, which, joined 
tothe wretchednefs of the place in which they were con- 
fined, andthe infults and injuries of every kind to which 
they were expofed, muft have proved fatal to them, but for 


yaded us with abufe, and immediately refumed their infernal 


A 


the humanity of the mafter, named Dominick, and of a 
cabin-boy, who, according tothe revolutionary falhion, bad 
been named Arillides ; and who, indeed, appeared fo juft in 
his fentiments and conduti, that he deferved this pompous 
appellation much better than the different revolutionary 
heroes deferved thofe which they had the arrogance and the 
folly toaflume. 

_ It 1s remarked, as a fingular circumftance, that this corvette 
had been named by General Willot himfelf, who was now a 
prifoner on board her,and who was Commandant at Bayonne, 
where fhe was built, at the time fhe was Jaunched.  Fortu- 
nately La Vaillante was a prime failor, fo that they had a 
very quick paflage, having anchored in the Great Road of 
Cayenne, on the 10th of October. They were here fent on 
fhore, and delivered into the hands of Jeannet, the Agent- 
General of the colony, who was nephew to Danton, who 
made fo confpicuous a figure at an early part of the revolu- 





This man, at firft, evinced a difpofition to treat the 


tron. 
prifoners with humanity and attention ; but, after an inter- 
view which he had with the Captain, La Porte, his condutt 
changed, and he was afterwards as fevere as he had betore 


} 


been induigent, 

We cannot here avoid remarking a fingular inflance of re- 
tributive juftice. The father of the French republic, the 
deftruétion of a mo- 


nd had, 


1. 


man whofe voice had proclaimed the 


narchy which had fubfifted tor fourteen centuries, a 
‘ercien to the feaffold, 


“ , 
confequently, conligned his f t 

. ad “— 7 
perifhed, by a miferable death, in a wretthed hofpital at 


. ° > > - ’ 7 1 e. . “ 
Cayenne. his mifercant, Collot D’Herbois, who was 
originally a ftrolling-player, had been tranfported to Cay- 


enne, with his worthy colleague, Billaud de Varennes ; and, 
inftead of feeling any remorfe for bis paft crimes, determined 
to add to the black catalogue, by intligating the negroes to 


cre all the white perfons in the colony. ‘The rebellion 
was 


mafla 
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was iupprefied by the energy of Jeannet ; Collot was 
thrown into prifon, and foon aiter died in an hofpital. 


> 


/ To be conti nued, ) 





On the Influence of a Good Dinner, in prom ing Human 
Habpi ne/s 
4d 





To the EDITOR, 
SIR, 


H: APPENING to dine a few days ago in a pretty large 
company , the converfation, as I by eli eve is not unufual, 
turned upon the many good things which had decorated our 
well-{pread table, and it afforded me fome amufement, to fee 
with what appetite the company - devoured again, in imagina- 
tion, the choice articles they had juft feafted uy pon in reality. 
Mirth and good-humour enlivened every w ord, every joke, 

every expreflion, and for a few hours we might be faid to be 

avery happy fet. 
It occurred to me, after retiring from this day’s pleafure, 

that a differtation might be written on the influence of a 

! 


good dinner ina promoting rae 1an happinels, and although 


Ido not pretend to be capable of writing a regular differta- 
tion on any fubjeét, I ven rad to take up my pen on the 
prefent occahion, and tranfmit to you afew hints on the 
eficacy of dining well 


ji Gi ue a " 
} 1 ° . 1 
Our country, above al! others, 1s noted for its dinners 
} ? ?? ial ’ 
On the continent, dinners are generally nore me sals > tnere! 


no circulation of wine by means of toafls, and tea or coffee 


are immedi called, and the company foon break up. I 


. Dinner is a ferious concern. It is the 





isnot fo wi 





fubjett of much previous tl IG it and preparati Ile There is 
fome merit attached to the man who has {kil to order a dinnex 
that fhall be univerfally agreeable, and there is more merit 
yet in furmiuhing the table wuh fuch atreat. Hence a good 
landlord is 2 man of high eliimation among his friends, whe- 
ther he receive money, or only thanks for his provifion, and 
even an attentive fervant or waiter, ts a perion we aiways 


; tele ; hk te 
{peak of with confiderable refpeét, and reward liberally. 
' 


It does not, however, often happen that a whole company 


are unanimous in their commendations of what is fet before 
them. Some men, who five only to eat, and whofe entrr, 
happinefs is in the indulgence of appetite, acquire a fafti 
dioufnefs which it is very dificult to provide again. Th, 
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are critics of great precifion in all affairs of the kitchen, 
fuch accurate judges of hours and minutes for drefling 
various articles, as to be able to dete& the {malleh error, 
whether it lean to the fide of dozng too much, or d27ng too 
Iittle. They are profoundly fkilled in the art of making 
a joint brown, fhow infinite fagacity in the ingredients of a 
fauce, and can {ce farther into an oven than the molt expert 
bakers. Their penetration wonderfully extends to the depths 
of atureen, and they difcover a knowledge of cu/s, which 
baffles the refearch of many a philofopher. Verfed in the 
theory as well as the practice of eating, it is not cafy to im- 
pofe upon their fenfitive appetites, and when an attempt is 
made to fubftitute an inferior article, it is impoflible to con- 
troul their paflions. 

Some of thefe charafters are to be found in all promif- 
cuous companions, and although their precifion and ftrift. 
nefs be not much admired, and is never recommended for 
imitation, yet they are confidered as very ufeful members of 
fociety, ating in the very neccffary offices of {crutineers of 
the cooks, and comptrollers of the kitchen. It is a maxim 
with them, that good-nature and credulity fpoil a great many 
cooks, and confequently a great many dinners, and that the 
errors of the fpit, the dripping pan, or the fkillet, are not to 
be overlooked as trivial matters, the perfeétion of cookery 
being intimately conneéted with human happinefs, and with 
man, as a ftrong being and a happy being. Hence they 
ceniure, with great feverity, that eafinefs of temper which 
would calmly fubmit to the indignity of an over-roafted 
fowl ; and look with contempt on the man who would eat his 
fifth, without being morally certain that they had been alive 
that morning at Billing{gate. 

Let it not be fuppofed, however, that perfons of this cha- 
rafter merit the name of ill-natured. The effufion of 
paflionate expreffions arifes merely from their wifhing to 
partake of, and to impart to their friends that vaft_ portion of 
happinefs which attends the enjoyment of a good dinner; 
and merely fhews, that they are better judges, than other 
men, of alithat conftitutes a joyous meal. Hence, however 
they may be difliked inthe mean time, or before the cloth is 
withdrawn, every one is glad of their company ; and thofe 
who with for good things, but are too inaétive and lazy to pro- 
cure them for themfelves, are very happy to get others 
who will take that trouble off their hands, and find a pleafure 
in it. 
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The influence. of a good dinner in promoting happinefs, 
1s now eflablifhed by univerfal cuftom. It is the chain that 
binds large as well as fmall focieties together, and we never 
hear of a fociety or club meeting together, to difcufs the 
bufinefs of fuch fociety or club, without firft difcuffing the 
merits of a good dinner. All charitable plans are firft an- 
nounced to the world by means of a dinner. What laying 
a foundation ftone is to the builder, fuch is a dinner to the 
projectors of any fcheme of public charity or utility, and 
the annual or biennial repetition of it becomes abfolutely 
neceflary in promoting the welfare of the plan. It has, in- 
deed, been found in a variety of inftances that men are bet- 
ter men after dinner than before, and that the heart as well 
as the ftomach receives confiderable improvement from a 
full meal, which perhaps for this reafon is called a hearty 
meal; it is likewife difcovered that men are never fo in- 
clined to make others happy as when they are happy them- 
felves, and confequently, as a good dinner produces the lat- 
ter effet, it muft alfo produce the former. It would cer- 
tainly be a very awkward circumftance, if there were no 
exceptions to this rule. That would be reducing man too 
much to the ftate of a machine, and eitablifhing a connexion 
between the foul and body rather too intimate. No; al- 
though the cafe be very general, yet I am convinced there 
are many whofe public fpirit does not depend on their ap- 
petite, and who do not require the dark to give them either 
an appetite or humanity. But flill the happinefs which a 
good dinner generally diffufes is too well afcertained not to 
juftity thofe who endeavour to make that happinefs diffufive. 

From thefe confiderations, that is, from the eflicacy of a 
good dinner in promoting human happinefs, I have been 
induced to think that our markets are more ftri@ly natzonal 
bleffings than has commonly been fuppofed ; that a time of 
fcarcity isatimeof mifery,in more refpeéts than one, and 
that profeflors of the art of cookery are to be confidered in 
a higher light than we are wont toallow. We may, indeed, 
confider our kitchens as {chools of morality, and our culi- 
nary utenfils as the elements of happinefs. And hence 
Lhope, that as landlords, waiters, and cooks, muft ere now 
have difcovered of what ‘importance they are in the world, 
they will endeavour to heighten their art, and carry it beyond 
the Perree of error orimperfcétion. As the poet fays, 


* Beauty from order fprings; the judging eye 
* Will tell you if one fingle plate’s awry ; 


ves: XXXIV, 3Q “ The 
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et rr . c . 
The cook muft ftill regard the prefent time ; 
‘T’omit what’s juft in feafon is a crime.” 


Weare, therefore, under great obligations to thofe learned 
' perfons, who have confidered the labours of the kitchen as 
not unworthy to be illuftrated by the pen, and have prefented 
the world with large oftavos of receipts and direétions, 
which, duly followed, cannot fail to diffufe happinefs around 
our tables. Thefe publications, I underftand, have a very 
great fale, and] don’t wonder at it. The wonder would be 
if ratzonal beings fhould ever prove inattentive to what 


makes them happy. The queftion of dreffng from books 
has been well adjuited by the poet 1 have juft quoted, who 
fays, 

bis ai 


is a fage queftion, if the art of cooks 


se 


Is lodg’d by nature, or attain’d by books ; 
* That mat Ct cca Sees Spee 

it man will never frame a noble treat 
aa ; ' 

Whote whole dependence hes on fome receipt. 

Then by pure nature ev’ry thing 1s [{poil’d, 

7 “19 
baked, roaft, and boil’d. 


a. 3 — ip 
She knows no more than ftewd, 


When ivi ana nhalire join, th ettect wll be 


“é 
a 


‘ ¢ } { 
Some nice ragoo, or charming tricaly. 

















It being then an eftablifhed point, that our dependence 








on a good dinner is great and momentous, I hope it will 
jiollow that we improve this faét, in a more enlarged way 
than has yet been done, and that perfons intending to quar- 
re! p or perhaps fight with one another, will firft be 
ivifed to dine rether, 1 if, after » ther paflions ftill 
ankle, I fhould be mach difpofed to put them under the care 
of for f the faculty. Were Ito fee a man the fame kind 
of creature after as before dinner, I fhould not hefitate to fup- 
pofe that his appetite was bad, and that he ought to takea 
courfe of fLomachic medicines. ‘This is a hint Ih »pe too 
valuable to be loft, for lam perfuaded that the caufe of many 
ferious and fatal difputes is, that men do noi digest their dit- 
ferences or their dinneis, ! that nothing is fo likely to 
bring a quarrel to a duel, rluing the fubycét upon an 
empty flomach. And what yery much confirms my notion 
is, t well-known faét, that almoft all ducis of the fatal 
kind have been fought ear/y in the morning ! 

I am not certam, Ikewrfe, whether, 1f a dinner was intro- 


luced into a wreat aflembly, it might not prevent much af- 


peri of deva e, nd brin boul unanimity of parties, for 


' , 1° ; } > 
they would then have at leall one fubyect which mignt be 


dilculled 
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difcufled xem. con. but this I leave to their fuperior judge- 
ments ; 


Andam, Mr. Editor, your’s, 


CESOPHAGUS. 








Striking Contraft between the Germans and Hungarians. 

EVER were two nations more diflimilar in manners, 

drefs, and appearance, than the German and the Hun- 
garian. Even the fuperftition of Vienna is far outdone by 
that of Buda. The firft objeéts (fays Mr. Wraxall,) which 
I] faw from my windows, on the morning after my arrival, 
were flagellants, marching flowly along the ftreets, covered 
with blood, and dragging along croffes of a vat weight, 
followed by crowds of people. It was Good Friday, and 
the whole city feemed to be animated by the fame fpirit of 
penitential and gloomy devotion. I could have fancied 
myfelf at Madrid, half a century ago. The flagellants 
wore hoods or facks over their faces, in order to conceal 
them ; but their backs, which were entirely naked, bore the 
fanguinary marks of the fcourge at every ftep. Iam affured, 
that the perfons who infliét on themfelves this voluntary 
punifhment, are frequently men of rank, and that the prac- 
ae isby no means confined to the inferior orders. 





a ao } = . é A ee ] * ¢ . 
Charafler and Anecdotes of the late celebrated Aétor, 


[From an Account of his Life, by Mr. Kirkman. } 


N his perfon, Mr. Macklin was rather above the middle 

height ; not corpulent, but of a robuft athletic make, 
with a countenance Srcnels marked and highly expreffive. 
His complexion was cadaverous, and there was an autterity 
in his looks, which intimacy foftened into complacency. 
His eye was keen, quick, penetrating, and extremely elo- 
quent ; his voice was {trong and powerful, and he ftood and 
walked, both on and off the ftage, remarkably ereét, His 
conception of his author was always ftriétly juft, his de- 
livery forcible, his pronunciation correét, and peculiarly ar- 


ticulate, and his emphalis tafleful and proper. 


In his ftage deportment he was free, and void of all affec. 


tation, and ever attentive to the bufine{s of the fcene. His 


3Q2 attion 
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aétion was confiftent with Shakefpeare’s general rule—let- 
ting his aétion fuit the words, and the words the a€tion, and 
taking efpecial care never to faw the air.—His attitudes were 
executed with fpirit and exatinefs, and the movements of 
his features were juft and flrongly defcriptive. In a word, 
he never outftepped the modefty of nature; and, by his 
perfeverance, ftudy of nature, acute difcernment, and found 
underftanding, accomplifhed that which no man ever did 
before—he reduced aéting toa {cience. His capacity was 
more extenfive than his learning, and his knowledge much 
greater than could be expeéted froma man fo befet with va- 
rious bufinefs.—He was always attentive to pleafe, but never 
ftooped to meannefs or officioufnefs. He was fond of con- 
viviality and good humour, without tranfgrefling the laws 
of decency. His conduét, through life, was highly ho- 
nourable, manly, and firm. He defpifed and abhorred low 
cunning and chicanery, and was an implacable enemy to 
bafenefs and difhonefty. His converfation was entertaining 
and humorous, and he had no fimall fhare of excellence in 
telling funny anecdotes, and apt and lively ftories. Were 
we to relate the many fervices that he rendered to others, we 
fhould fill a volume.—His houfle was always open to the 
needy and diftrefled—to his table were welcomed the hungry 
and deftitute—and, for his council and inflruétion, any flage 
candidate, or brother a€tor might readily apply. He was 
hofpitable, benevolent, charitabie, and humane. 

With all his good qualities, Mr. Macklin had his failings ; 
for not to have faults would exceed the lot of humanity. 
He was hafty in his temper; nay, fometimes paffionate, and 
often faid and did that which, on refleftion, grieved him, 
and for which he was heartily forry.—Thele, however, are 
but the failings of a man whofe affeétions were ever on the 
fide of virtue, and whofe abilities were fuch as few have 
equalled, ftill fewer excelled. 

The charaéter of Mr. Macklin, ftands very high for hu- 
manity, generofity, and charity. When he profecuted the 
men who confpired to drive him for ever from the flage, and 
conviéted them, he had it in his power, were he difpofed, 
to gratify his vengeance to its fulleft extent; but his noble- 
nefs of mind rejeéted all punifhment—he forgave his ene- 
mies, when he might have ruined them. His humanity 
would not fuffer him to bring his a€tion for damages againt 
the miferable defendants. He atied up to his great matter 
Shakefpeare ; when he fays— 
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** And earthly power doth then thew likeft God’s, 
* When mercy feafons juftice.” 


The following inftance of Mr. Macklin’s benevolence is 
recorded in Mawbey’s anecdotes of Thomas Cooke, the 
poet: © Whilft Cooke yet lay dead in the houfe, I related 
toa friend, at the Bedford Coflee-houfe, an account of his 
death, and the diftrefies of his family, in the hearing of Mr, 
Macklin, then flanding near the bar. Though I had never 
fpoken to that gentleman before (nor have at any time fince), 
he immediately afterwards addreficd me in words to the fol- 
lowing purport :— I am much concerned, Sir, at hearing 
the melancholy account that you have given of poor Cooke 
and his family : I had a refpe+t for him whilft living, and 
you will therefore oblige me very much, if you will permit 
me to add my mite to the fub{cription that you have fo lau- 
dably fet on foot’—and he gave me two guineas. Such an 
unexpected a& of genuine benevolence has ever fince im- 
prefled my mind witha very high opinion of the goodnefs 
of Mr. Macklin’s heart; and whenever I have heard his 
name mentioned in private companies, I have generally re- 
lated it to his honour.”’ But this is only one inflance among 
a thoufand that we might record, were it neceffary. Mr. 
Macklin’s charity had nothing in itof oftentation—he learnt 
early to “* do good by flealth.”’ 

The true character of a man is always more accurately 
known to his neighbours, and to thofe who live with him, 
than to the world at large. The tradcfmen in the neighbour- 
hood of Covent Garden will bear ample teftimony to his 
honefty, punétuality, and liberality ; and his fervants, wha 
lived upwards of forty years in his family, will declare that 
a better, more generous, or humane mafter never exifted. 
They have now to deplore his lofs. 

Asa comic writer, Mr. Macklin unqueflionably ftands 
very high. The Man of the World, for boldnefs of fatire, 
and originality of charafter, may challenge any produdtion 
which has been reprefented on the ftage the laft fifty years ; 
and his Love-a-la-Mode, which is pregnant with much ge- 
nuine humour, and knowledge of men and manners, de- 
mands alfo an high fhare of praife. In moft of his dramatic 
pieces there is to be found real charaéter, difcrimination of 
humour, modifh affe€tation, and fafhionable folly. He never 
offends (from his thorough knowledge of, ftage ceconomy,) 
in the conduét of his plot, and the right management of his 

{cenes. 
. 
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fcenes. Tothefe dramatic excellencies, he added a firi@ 
attention to decency and morality. 

Mr. Macklin’s merit, as an attor and a man, introduced 
him to perfons in high life. His late Royal Highnefs the 
Duke of York, the prefent Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain, [ Lord Loughborough, | the late Earl Camden, the 
Marquis Townfhend, and many other noblemen and gentle- 
men of the higheft charaéter and diftinétion, were the con- 
fiant and warm patrons of Mr. Macklin. He was a great 
favourite with many of the nobility in Ireland, and converfed 
with them freely and familiarly. Nay, fo high bn opinion 
was entertained of his integrity and judgment, that perfons 
of rank and character difclofed to him their Merch con- 
fulted him upon their moft important affairs, and looked upon 
him as theu beft advifer and bofom friend. 

To the noble and learned Lord Loughborough, Mr. Mack- 
lin ftood particularly indebted. His Lordihip, very early in 
life, became acquainted with this extraordinary man, dif- 
covered his merit, and countenanced and fupported him 
through d varicty of viciffitudes. But, were it poffible to 
adda luftre to the noble Lord’s high and diftinguifhed cha- 
ratier, the following circumftance, we are perfuaded, would 
have thateffeét. As foonas Lord ‘pantera yugh had learned 
that Mr. Macklin was reduced in his circumit ances, to the 
immortal honour of his bi nevolence and goodne [s of heart 
be it recorded, his Lordihip fettled a very handfome annuity 
on the old man, and: gave direétions that it fhould be paid 
half yearly. ‘Totranfmit to poflerity this anecdote of his 
Lordfhip’s bounty, was Mr. Macklin’s anxious defire. He 
imparted to us a knowledge of this highly praife-worthy 
aft of his Lordhhip, and befought us, with his dying breath, 
to ufe every effort in our feeble power to hand it down to 
after ages. In recording it here, we have only attempted 
to di&harge the duty that was impofed upon us, and we have 
to apologize for the very inade “quate manner in which we 
have executed this folemn enjoinment. 

As an hufband, no man could be more tender cr indul- 
gent ; as a parent, no man more anxious or affeétionate ; as 


- 1 
a friend, no man more warm or ftedfalt ; as a neighbour, 
none more valuable or obliging than Char Macklin 
none more valuable or obligi than jes Macklin. 


In every fituatron in life in which he hep ened to be 
placed, Mr. Macklin at¢ied with integrity and ability. He 
was too wife to be avaricious, too prudent to be prodigal, and 
his laudable fpirit would not fuffer him to do a mean attion. 
lis great ambition was to pleafe and do good. He was ever 
9 caay 
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ready and willing to affift both managers and ators in their 
embarraffments and diftrefs. 

He expended a great part of his property in the education 
of his fon and daughter; and, inflead of hoarding up large 
fums of money, as he might have done, he liberally lent 
them out to his neceflitous friends and acquaintances, and 
never was repaid a fhilling. In this he aéted very unlikea 
Jew ; for he recovered neither principal nor intereft. We 
can take upon us to affert, that there are bonds now in the 
poflefion of Mrs. Macklin for feveral hundred pounds, 
which, owing to the infolvent circumftances of the parties 
concerned, are not worth a fin; gle f thing ! Although he 
wrote The True-born Scotchman, and reprefe ited the cha- 
racier of Sir Pertinax Mac-Sycopihant fuccefstully, no per- 
former could be found more incapable of aéting The Man 
of the World !—But he has fretted his hour upon the itage, 
and is heard no more !—Peace to his manes. 

To conclude,—no man of his profeflion had ever been 
more the objeét of admiration ; lew men were ever more 
mifreprefented or mifunderftood ; nor was any aétor more 
aggrieved, or better formed to adorn fociety, or more fin- 
cerely dif{pofed to ferve mankind, than Charles Macklin. 





ee 


Short Account of es Manners “ Management of the 
Hogs, during the Time of therr Autumnal Refidence in 
the Woods. 


[ From Gilpin’s Remarks on Foret Scenery.] 


HE firft Mep the fwineherd takes is, to invefligate pony 


clofe fheltered part of the foreft, where there is , con. 


veniency of water, and plenty of oak or beech maft; ha 





f ; eee } aabes aaa } - .. 

ormer of which he prefers, when he can have it in abut 

lance. H wr a Cr su. , 

dance. e next fixes on fo: {preading tree, round i the 
| 


bole of which he wattles a light circular fence, of the di 
: 








menfions he wants, and covering it roughly with boughs and 
fods, he fills it plentifully with flraw or fern 

Having made this preparation, he collects hi 
the farmers ; with whom he commonly agree 


ahead, and will get together a herd of five 





oc sar ° La f) 
hogs. Har ng driven them to then acilines 
gives them a plentiful fupper of rns o 
ne hal } } 
he seu alreacy j 

} 








416 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


paft. He then turns them into the litter, where, after a 
long journey and a hearty meal, they fleep delicioufly. 

The next morning he lets them look a little around them, 
fhows them the pool or ftream, where they may occafionally 
drink, leaves them to pick up the offals of the laft night’s 
meal, and as the evening draws on, gives them another plen- 
tiful repaft, under the neighbouring trees, which rain acorns 
upon them for an hour together, at the found of his horn. 
He then fends them again to fleep. 

The following day he is, perhaps, at the pains of pro. 
curing ‘them another meal, with mufic playing as ufual. 
He then leaves them a little more to themfelves, having an 
eye, however, onthe evening hours. But as their bellies are 
full, they feldom wander far from home, retiring, com. 
monly, very orderly and early to bed. 

After this, he throws his flye open, and leaves them to 
cater for themfelves, and from henceforward has little more 
trouble with them during the whole time of their migration, 
Now and then, in calm weather, when maft falls f{paringly, 
he calls them, perhaps, together, by the mufic of his horn, 
to a gratuitous meal ; but, in general, they need little atten- 
tion, returning regularly home at night, though they often 
wander in the day, two or three miles trom their hye. There 
are experienced leaders in all herds, which have fpent this 
roving life before, and can inftruét their juniors in the me- 
thod of it! By this management the herd is carried home 
to their ref{peétive owners in fuch condition, that a little dry 
meat will foon fatten them. 





Mr. SONNINI’s REMARKS on CITIES. 


FTER the eye has wandered with delight over a portion 

of the brilliant agriculture of Egypt, it is reluctantly 
brought back tothe interior of cities. There it is the pi€ture 
of fertile and generous nature; here we are prefented with 
the facriligious effef’s to contradif&t and violate her, of men 
incapable of relifhing or enjoying her beauties. There fen- 
fations the gentleft and the moft pure, follow each other in 
rapid fucceffion, and delicioufly fill the feeling foul. Here 
the mind is thocked at the hideous afpe& of the vices which 
domineer in a fociety equally degenerate and corrupted. 
But I have engaged to prefent, without difguife, my obfer- 
vations of every kind; and thofe which havea reference 
to the manners of the exifting Egyptians, ought to find a 


place ina general defcription. 
"” CURIOUS 
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CURIOUS DIRECTION. 
HE late witty Earl of Chefterfield, fays Lord Orford, 


thus; dire&led a letter to the late Lord Pembroke, who 
was always fwimming, “ To the Earl of Pembroke, IN THE 
THAMES, over againjl Whitehall.” This dire&ion was fure 
of finding him within a certain number of fathoms. 








An ANSE DOT E. 
HE great Lord Mansfield, of Weftminfter Hall me- 


mory, had once occafion to difcharge a coachman, 


‘whom he fufpeéted of purloining his corn. Ina few days 


aterwards he received a letter from a merchant, enquiring 
into the man’s chara&ter ; and his Lordfhip’s reply -was, that 
he was fober, and a good coachman, but he entertained fuf- 
picions that he had cheated him. The man came next mor- 


J ning to return the inks to his Lordfhip for procuring him fo 


excellent a place. “ My matter,” faid he, was contented to 
fnd I was fober, and a good coachman; but asto cheating 
your Lordfhip, he thought the Devil himfelf could not do 


it ” 





Anfwer, by W. Whitford, Affiftant to Mr. Chivers’s School, 
St, Auflell, to-A.’s Queflion, inferted June to, 


pet x== the verfed fine fought, then per Fletcher’s Uni- 





verfal Meafurer, we obtain this equation, 40\] 60 x — 40 


Nein *1-x \| 60x — x’==147.09. the given area of the 








— 


fgment; hence x—6, nearly, the verfed fine required.— 


QE.D 
<a We have received the like anfwer from W. Davies, 


* {hoolmafter, of Crowan. 
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Anfwer, by W. Lucy, of Exeter, io W. Bickham’s Charad:, 
enferled September 16, 





HEN Sol’s bright rays the: éarth doth dry, 
A WATER.-PIPE. ’tis watered by. 
VoL, XXXIV. » 3 Revg chines *y* We 
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*\* We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
of Exeter; Anna, of Wellington; J. Gidley, junior, and 
W. Hoare, jun. of Dean Prior; Roger Maffett, of Saltath; 
C. Heath, of the Nimble cutter; G. England, of Uplyme; 
G. Coalman, of Broadhempfton ; J. Dunn, of South Mol. 
ton; and W. Maddick, of Rattery. 


THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





A CHARADE, by Walter Bickham, of Afhburton, 
HEN th’ Almighty, all in all, 


Form’d earth’s ftupendous frame ; 
And every day from pole to pole 
Pheebus illum’d the fame— 


Then was my firft with verdure crown’d, 
And bloom’d throughout the year ; 

And herbs and fruits {prang from the ground 
Spontaneous every where. 


Then man and beaft did harmonize, 
And birds caroll’d the day ; 

And no malignant ftars did rife, 
They fhed benignant ray. 


But fince the rebel angels fell, 
That finn’d againft their God, 

Then our firft parents did rebel, 
And wander from the road. 


Hence all the changes in the tkies, 
And every dire difeafe ; 

And plagues and peftilences rife, 
Which fhorten much our days. 


~ Ere then bright Lunaalways fhone 
With undiminifh’dray, 
Borrow’d from the refplendent fun, 
And calm was air and fea. 


But now old Ocean loudly roars, 
My next flows every hour ; 
But is reftrained from the thores, 
And govetn’d by her pow’r. 


My whole is what alternate rolls 
_ Around Britannia’s fhore ; 
And im fucceffion round the poles, 
Which bards you'll foon explore. 
6 POETRY. 
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BILLY MOOR.—Z Sone. 
{From Harley’s Poems, lately publithed.] 


1S father hung on Tyburn tree, 
i lis mother too, tranfported the! 
A thief and an impure; 
With thoelefs feet, and houfelefs head, 
For one poor bit of mouldy bread 
Begg’d little Billy Moor. 


But Billy begg’d in vain—for he 
Poor guileleis heir of infamy! 
Where’er he fought relief, 
Heard nothing but—(from door to door) 
“* Begone! you baftard of aw——e! 
** Out, out, you little thiet ?” 


The blighted bad its head declin‘d, 
Unfed—he “ dwindl’d, peak’d, and pin’d;”’ 
He had no heart to live. 
He rofe not from the cold wet ftone, 
But view’d with thanklefs eye the bone, 
Or mite, the ftranger give. 


An honeft tar, and freth from fea, 
With heart juft where it ought to be, 
Thus haii’d young Billy Moor: 
** What cheer, my lad? Misfortane’s gale 
*¢ Hath torn, I fee, thy tatter’d fail, 
« And thou art wreck’d and poor!” 


The fimple boy his flory true 

Told with a blufhing iweetnefs too, 
‘Then heav’d the heart-fick figh ! © 

** But God is good, tho’ man’s unkind ! 

** Pafson—my fufferings never mind, 
“* He foon will-Jet me pig.” ; 


me heart, with manliet feeling yearning, 

ore thaa his purfein pocket burning, 
And that for once was cramm’d; 

Firit wip’d the fpray from either eye, 

** Die! mefs-mate,”’ was the tar’s reply, 


“* It thew doft—I’ll be d——d ! 


** Bear up! I have thee fafe in tow, 
** I'll fit chee ftrait to face tlre foe, 
** And cope with death d’ye fee 1” 


He: 





420 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


He had him rizgg’d—the next fpring-tide 
(His locker full, and well fupply’d 
Bore Billy Moor to fea! 


There, there she boy, with gratefyl heart, 
Applauded play’d his little part, 
And {corn’d to flinch or run; 
But oft would blefs the happy day, 
From fhame and famine fnatch’d away, 
To ferve Jack Mainmal’s gun! 


ack too behold with buoyant pride 
he little outcaft’s courage try’d, 
And time proclaim him man; 
And felt, (bleft fenfe!) when anguifh fighs, 
What ’tis to bid the fuff’rer rife, 
And do what good we can. 


Thus, thus to melt the heartand mind, 
And make them-both to mis’ry kind, 
Nor fpurn the guilelefs poor ; 
But from the child with bofom free, 
Pluck the red badge of infamy— 
I’ve fung of Billy Moor! 





ee 


For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 


VERSES on the DEATH of a FEMALE FRIEND. 


Wn means that melancholy gloom 
Which thick’ning gathers o’er the dale? 
Is not that lovely flow’r in bloom, 

The {porlefs lily of the vale? 


Has death, infatiate tyrant! thrown 
The fatal, the. unerring dart, 

And rudely pierc’d the fair, the young, 
tliza’s undefended heart? 


Ah! yes. Alas! that matchlefs face, 
Which rivall’d with the ro‘e of May, 

And beam’d complacency and grace, 
Is now a livid lump of clay. i 


In vain we boaft thofe virtues rare, 
Which grae’d her uncorrupred mind; 

Or fing thofe peerlefs charm: fo mach 
Admir’d and envy’d by mankind. 


But why fhould we our lofs repine? 
Why thould we for:ow or complain ? 
We mutt obey the will divine— 
Our lofs is her cosfummate gain. 


W,. HOARE, Junior. 


Dean Prior. 
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